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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 16, 2023 

Lutheran Book of Worship  
Holy Communion Setting Two 

  

 
GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

RESURRECTION GREETING 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

In remembrance of Baptism, you may sign a cross on your chest or forehead. 

 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (LBW p. 77) Matthew 28:19; 1 John 1:8-10  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

We confess our sins in the assurance and joy of God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen.  

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As 

a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (LBW #352) Verses 1-4 only 
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AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE Matthew 28:18-20, 22:36-39; Mark 12:30-31  

We are Joy Mission Church, missionary-disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We love God, love neighbor, and serve with joy in Jesus’ name.  

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 78) 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. And also with you.  

 

 

KYRIE (“Lord, have mercy...” LBW pp. 78-79) Matthew 9:27, 15:22; Psalm 51:1  
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HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW pp. 81-82)  
Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 8:1, 12:2  

 
 

 

SALUTATION (LBW p. 82) Spoken by the pastor. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 82) Ruth 2:4 

Let us pray together: Help us, almighty God, that our joyful celebration of the resurrection feast 

may be reflected in our daily work and conversation. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:29-42  
29Peter and the apostles answered {the high priest and the council}, “We must obey God rather than men. 
30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at 

his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33When 

they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named 

Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men 

outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with 

these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, 

about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to 

nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the 

people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I 

tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it 

will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing 

God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 

them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple 

and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 148 - Sung responsively with the cantor. (Psalm tone #9) 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens;*  

praise him | in the heights.  
2Praise him, all you an- | gels of his;*  

praise him, | all his host.  
3Praise him, | sun and moon;*  

praise him, all you | shining stars.  
4Praise him, heav- | en of heavens,*  

and you waters a- | bove the heavens.  
5Let them praise the name | of the Lord;*  

for he commanded, and they | were created.  
6He made them stand fast forev- | er and ever;*  

he gave them a law which shall not | pass away.  
7Praise the Lord | from the earth,*  

you sea monsters | and all deeps;  
8Fire and hail, | snow and fog,*  

tempestuous wind, do- | ing his will;  
9Mountains | and all hills,*  

fruit trees | and all cedars;  
10Wild beasts | and all cattle,*  

creeping things and | winged birds;  
11Kings of the earth | and all peoples,*  

princes and all rulers | of the world;  
12Young | men and maidens,*  

old and | young together.  
13Let them praise the name | of the Lord,*  

for his name only is exalted, his splendor is over | earth and heaven.  
14He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his | loyal servants,*  

the children of Israel, a people who are near him. | Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power 

are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested 

genuineness of your faith — more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire — may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen 

him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Please stand as you are able. 

VERSE (LBW p. 83) John 6:68  

 
 

GOSPEL ANNUNCIATION (LBW p. 83) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twentieth chapter.  

 
GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-31 

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When 

he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
24Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of 

the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 

believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 

disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE (LBW p. 83)  

 
Please be seated. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON  

 

GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” (LBW #132) 
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NICENE CREED (LBW p. 84) Genesis 1-2; John 3:16; Luke 2; Acts 2  

Living together in the trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

We believe in one God,  

   the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

   the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light,  

   true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made,  

   of one Being with the Father.  

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit  

     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

    in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

   He has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people as they have need...  

Each petition ends with these words: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with these words: ...through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others. 

 

OFFERING OF TITHES & ADDITIONAL GIFTS with SPECIAL MUSIC as available  

We offer our time, talents, and treasure in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.  

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN: “Let the Vineyards” (LBW p. 86) 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 87) 

Let us pray... Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -  

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 88)  

 
 

PREFACE (LBW p. 68) Spoken by the pastor. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 

O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the 

glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 



 10 

SANCTUS (“Holy” LBW p. 89) Psalm 118:25-26; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9  

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (LBW Minister’s Desk Edition p. 201-261) 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20  
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  

   that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

   that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 91) Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 



 11 

COMMUNION HYMN (“Lamb of God...” LBW p. 92) John 1:29 

 
Please be seated. 

 

WE RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

All who are baptized and trust that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine may 

come forward by families or groups to commune. The usher will direct you and offer you hand sanitizer.  

• If you require gluten-free wafers or abstain from wine, indicate so to the pastor.  
• To receive the Sacrament in your seat, notify the usher and it will be brought to you.  
• If you abstain from the Sacrament altogether, you have full forgiveness of sins by God’s Word alone. 
 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen.  

 

After the elements are covered, please stand as you are able. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & CANTICLE (LBW pp. 92-93) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER AND BENEDICTION (LBW pp. 94-95) 

Let us pray…Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you 

have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION (LBW p. 95) 

 
 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 

SENDING HYMN: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” (LBW #352) Verses 5-8 only 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Go in peace to share this good news. Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE  
 

 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted & streamed by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB145339. One License Annual License A-731462  
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WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today!  
 
  Love God. Love neighbor.  

  Serve with joy in Jesus’ name. 
  worship + fellowship + discipleship 

 
 
Who We Are -  
As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we strive to be:  
Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers: Joy Mission Church 

Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh 

Pianist: Lavenia Hentz  

Parish Administrator: Scheri Force 

 

Visit us at www.joymission.church  


