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Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany 
February 12, 2023 

Lutheran Book of Worship 

Holy Communion Setting One 
 

 

+ + + 

GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE 

 

PRELUDE  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (LBW p. 56) Matthew 28:19; 1 John 1:8-10 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

In remembrance of Baptism, you may sign a cross on your chest or forehead. 

 

We gather to worship the One true God – the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God 

who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

We keep silence for self-reflection and contrition. 

 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.      

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.    
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GATHERING HYMN: “Jesus the Very Thought of You” LBW #316 

 
 

 

AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE Matthew 28:18-20, 22:36-39; Mark 12:30-31 

We are Joy Mission Church, missionary-disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We love God, love neighbor, and serve with joy in Jesus’ name. 

 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57) 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW pp. 58-59)  
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Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 8:1, 12:2 

 
 

SALUTATION (LBW p. 62) Ruth 2:4 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. O Lord, graciously hear the requests of your people. May we who are afflicted 

for our sins be mercifully relieved, for the sake of your glory, to find new life through the love of 

Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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+ + + 

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15{Moses said,} “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking 

in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and 

multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve 

them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are 

going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I 

have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring 

may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 

length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob, to give them.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM 119:1-8 - Sung responsively with the cantor. (psalm tone 9) 
1Happy are they whose | way is blameless,*  

who walk in the law | of the Lord!  
2Happy are they who observe | his decrees*  

and seek him with | all their hearts!  
3Who never do | any wrong,*  

but always walk | in his ways.  
4You laid down | your commandments,*  

that we should | fully keep them.  
5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct*  

that I might | keep your statutes!  
6Then I should not be | put to shame,*  

when I regard all | your commandments.  
7I will thank you with an | unfeigned heart,*  

when I have learned your | righteous judgments.  
8I will | keep your statutes;*  

do not utter- | ly forsake me. 
 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 
2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 

for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 

behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are 

you not being merely human? 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 

as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who 

plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and he who 

waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. 

You are God’s field, God’s building. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



5 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
VERSE (LBW p. 62) John 6:68  

 
 

GOSPEL ANNUNCIATION (LBW p. 63)  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifth chapter. 

 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:21-37   
21{Jesus said,} “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 

murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be 

liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 

will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to 

your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are 

going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you 

be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 27You 

have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks 

at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye 

causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that 

your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 

away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 31It was 

also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that 

everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, 

and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 33Again you have heard that it was said to 

those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say 

to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is 

his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, 

for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more 

than this comes from evil.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE (LBW p. 63)  

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

 

SERMON                     
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+ + + 

GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “May We You Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” LBW #353 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 85) Genesis 1-2; John 3:16; Luke 2; Acts 2 

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,    

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,    

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  

Let us pray… Each petition ends with these words: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude with these words: ...through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others. 

 

OFFERING OF TITHES, ADDITIONAL GIFTS, & SPECIAL MUSIC as available 

We offer our time, talents, and treasures in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.  

 

Please stand as you are able. 
OFFERTORY HYMN (LBW p. 66) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 68) 

Let us pray...  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. 

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of 

all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 68)  

 
 

PREFACE (LBW p. 68) Sung or spoken by the pastor. 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 

O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory 

and love, that our darkness should give away to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS (“Holy” LBW p. 69) Psalm 118:25-26; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9 

 
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%206.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2021.9
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION (LBW p. 69)  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71) Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

        forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing as you are able. 

COMMUNION HYMN (“Lamb of God...” LBW p. 72) John 1:29 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.26-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.19-20
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+ + + 

GOD COMES TO US IN HIS HOLY MEAL 
All who are baptized and trust that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine may 

commune at the Lord’s table. We commune by continuous table. The usher will direct you. Use the side 

aisle to return to your seat. If you require gluten-free wafers or abstain from wine, indicate so to the 

pastor. To receive the Sacrament in your seat, notify the usher and it will be brought to you. If you abstain 

from the Sacrament, trust that you have full forgiveness by God’s Word alone. 
The body of Christ given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen. 

 

After the elements are covered, please stand as you are able. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & CANTICLE (LBW pp. 72-73) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen.  

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p. 74) 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION (LBW p. 74) 
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+ + + 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
SENDING HYMN: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LBW #90 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to shine with the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE  
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permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB145339. One License Annual License A-731462  

 
WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today! 

Love God. Love neighbor. Serve with joy in Jesus’ name. 
Worship + fellowship + discipleship 

 
 

Who We Are - As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we strive to be:  
Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.  
 

 
 
 

Ministers: Joy Mission Church  
Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh 
Organist: Lavenia D. Hentz    

Parish Administrator: Scheri Force 
Visit us at www.joymission.church 
 


