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Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Day 
12/25/22 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

+ + + 

GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE 

 

PRELUDE AND WELCOME 

 

The pastor or lector reads the words in plain font.  

The congregation responds with the words in bold font. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” LBW #50                                  
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LITANY  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Isaiah 9:2a 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 

 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2b 

We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. John 1:14 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. Isaiah 9:6 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. John 1:4 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray together.  

Almighty God, grant that the new birth of your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set free 

all who are held in servitude under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 

the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3And God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the 

light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day….14And God said, “Let there be lights 

in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs 

and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens 

to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater 

light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them 

in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth,  18 to rule over the day and over the 

night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
 

 

 

 

HYMN: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” LBW #54                                 
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SECOND READING: Micah 5:2-5a 2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to 

be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until 

the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to 

the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall 

be great to the ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace. 
 

HYMN: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LBW #41                                         
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THIRD READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 

God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the 

saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  30And the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  35And the 

angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born  will be called holy—the Son of 

God…38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant  of the Lord; let it be to me according to 

your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City” WOV #643                           
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FOURTH READING: Matthew 1:18-25 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 

way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She 

will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 

us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 

wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

HYMN: “Lo, How a Rose Is Growing” LBW #58 (Verses 1-4) 
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FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-20 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15When the angels 

went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 

made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

HYMN: “Angels We Have Heard on High” LBW #71 
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SIXTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 

of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who 

has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 

to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, 

O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 

shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men 

secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 

me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 

way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 

over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 

joy. 11And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 

and myrrh. 
 

HYMN: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” WOV #646 
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SEVENTH READING: John 1:1-14 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, 

and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 

light. 9The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his 

own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

HYMN: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LBW #44 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” LBW #55 
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The Nicene Creed LBW p. 64  

Living together in the trust and hope, we confess our faith.  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

   He has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth. 

 

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

Have mercy on those who are sick, dying, and all who suffer this day. 

 

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

Reveal yourself to us in Word and Sacrament, that we may bear your light to all the world. 

 

 

OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others. 

 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING OF TITHES & ADDITIONAL GIFTS with SPECIAL MUSIC as available  

We offer our time, talents, and treasure in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.  
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Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LBW #364                 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 

BENEDICTION 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  

the obedience of Joseph,  

the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds,  

the determination of the magi,  

and the peace of the Christ child.  

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

Amen 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to celebrate our Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted (& 

streamed) by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB145339. Sola materials reprinted and 

streamed by permission with license. One License Annual License A-731462  
WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today!  

 

 

Love God. Love neighbor.  

 Serve with joy in Jesus’ name. 

 worship + fellowship + discipleship 

 

Who We Are - As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we strive to be: 

Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.  

 

Ministers: Joy Mission Church Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh 

Organist: Lavenia D. Hentz   Parish Administrator: Scheri Force 

           Visit us at www.joymission.church  


