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+++

GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE
PRELUDE AND WELCOME

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (LBW p. 56) Matthew 28:19; 1 John 1:8-10

Please stand as you are able and turn to face the cross.
In remembrance of Baptism, you may sign a cross on your chest or forehead.

We gather to worship the One true God — the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We keep silence for self-reflection and contrition.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW Hymn #26
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AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE Matthew 28:18-20, 22:36-39; Mark 12:30-31
We are Joy Mission Church, missionary-disciples of Jesus Christ.
We love God, love neighbor, and serve with joy in Jesus’ name.

APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57) 2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (“Lord, have mercy...” LBW pp. 57-58) Matthew 9:27, 15:22; Psalm 51:1
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@ For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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SALUTATION (LBW p. 62) Ruth 2:4
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Pl The Lord be with vyou. And al - so with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

+++

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD

FIRST READING: lsaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 21t shall come to pass
in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,
3and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. “He shall
judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. °O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the
light of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 122 - Sung responsively with the cantor. (Psalm tone 2)
1| was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2Now our | feet are standing™
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city*
that is at unity | with itself;
“To which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,*
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.
°For there are the | thrones of judgment,*
the thrones of the | house of David.
®Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:*
“May they pros- | per who love you.
"Peace be with- | in your walls*
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8For my brethren and com- | panions’ sake,*
| pray for | your prosperity.
Because of the house of the | Lord our God,*
I will seek to | do you good.”



SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. °For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law. ''Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. *2The night is far
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.
3L et us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. *But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
VERSE (LBW p. 62) John 6:68
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stead - fast love, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL ANNUNCIATION (LBW p. 63)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-fourth chapter
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(C] Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:36-44

% (Jesus said,} “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father only. *’For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son
of Man. *®For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, *and they were unaware until the
flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. “°“Then two men
will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. **Two women will be grinding at the mill; one
will be taken and one left. **Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. “But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
*Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.



GOSPEL RESPONSE (LBW p. 63)
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Praise to yon, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Please, remain seated as we sing together.
“Oh, Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” LBW Hymn #34 Verse 1 ONLY

Text: Latin, 12th century; trans. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Tune: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln
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SERMON
Following the sermon, we observe a time of silence to contemplate God’s Word.

+++

GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Awake, O Sleeper” WOV Hymn #745
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NICENE CREED (LBW p. 64) Genesis 1-2; John 3:16; Luke 2; Acts 2
Living together in the trust and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people as they have need...
Each petition ends with these words: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude with these words: ...through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others.

OFFERING OF TITHES, ADDITIONAL GIFTS, & SPECIAL MUSIC
We offer our time, talents, and treasures in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY HYMN (LBW p. 67)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67)

Let us pray...

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — ourselves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 68)
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@ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE (LBW p. 68) Sung or spoken by the pastor.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy” LBW p. 69) Psalm 118:25-26; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION (LBW p. 70)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71) Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please remain standing as you are able.

COMMUNION HYMN (“Lamb of God...” LBW p. 72) John 1:29
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Please be seated.
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+++

GOD COMES TO US IN HIS HOLY MEAL
All who are baptized and trust that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine
may commune. The usher will direct you. Use the side aisle to return to your seat.
« If you require gluten-free wafers or abstain from wine, indicate so to the pastor.
« To receive the Sacrament in your seat, notify the usher and it will be brought to you.
« If you abstain from the Sacrament, trust that you have full forgiveness by God’s Word alone.
The body of Christ given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & CANTICLE (LBW pp. 73)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER & BENEDICTION (LBW p. 74)

Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed

with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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+++

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE
SENDING HYMN: “Hark the Glad Sound” LBW Hymn #35
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DISMISSAL
Go in hope to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today! Love God. Love neighbor.

1
_J @ Serve with joy in Jesus’ name.
Tl LS worship + fellowship + discipleshi
issio P P pieship
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Who We Are -

As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we hold four core values, to be:
Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.

NALC

‘ North American

Ministers: Joy Mission Church
Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh
Organist: Lavenia Hentz

Parish Administrator: Scheri Force

Visit us at www.joymission.church
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