Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Eve
12/24/21
Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting One
+++

GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
PRELUDE AND ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
The cantor or another worship leader sings the words printed in plain font.
The congregation sings the words printed in bold font as we light the Advent wreath.
"Rejoice, Rejoice with Music"

Words by Joseph M. Martin
Additional music and arrangement by Stacy Nordmeyer

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice!
This is a day for praise!
Rejoice, rejoice with music; this is a day for praise!
The Light of Christ is shining in perfect golden rays.
The Morning Star is beaming; its healing rays redeeming.
This is the dawn of grace. This is a day for praise!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice!
This is a day for praise!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (LBW p. 56) Matthew 28:19; 1 John 1:8-10
Please stand as you are able and turn to face the cross.
In remembrance of Baptism, you may sign a cross on your chest or forehead.
We gather to worship the One true God – the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We keep silence for self-reflection and contrition.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Oh, Come All Ye Faithful” LBW #45 Face the cross as it is processed.
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AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE Matthew 28:18-20, 22:36-39; Mark 12:30-31
We are Joy Mission Church, missionary-disciples of Jesus Christ.
We love God, love neighbor, and serve with joy in Jesus’ name.
APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57) 2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
KYRIE (“Lord, have mercy...” LBW pp. 57-58) Matthew 9:27, 15:22; Psalm 51:1
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LBW #60
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SALUTATION (LBW p. 62) Ruth 2:4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. O God, you have made this most holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true Light, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Grant that as we have known on earth the mysteries
of that Light, we may also come to the fullness of his joys in heaven; through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
+++

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3You have multiplied the nation; you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they
divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 96 - Sung responsively with the cantor.
1
Sing to the Lord | a new song;*
sing to the Lord, all | the whole earth.
2
Sing to the Lord and | bless his Name;*
proclaim the good news of his salvation from | day to day.
3
Declare his glory a- | mong the nations*
and his wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4
For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised;*
he is more to be feared | than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;*
but it is the Lord who | made the heavens.
6
Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!*
Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary!
7
Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples;*
ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power.
8
Ascribe to the Lord the honor | due his name;*
bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.
9
Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness;*
let the whole earth trem- | ble before him.
10
Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is King!*
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peo- | ples with equity.”
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Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all | that is in it;*
let the field be joyful and all that | is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord | when he comes,*
when he comes to | judge the earth.
13
He will judge the | world with righteousness*
and the peoples | with his truth.
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for
all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
VERSE (LBW p. 62) John 6:68

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL: “Away in a Manger” verses 1-2 only - LBW #67
Turn and face the cross as it is carried into the midst of God’s people.
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GOSPEL ANNUNCIATION (LBW p. 63)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-20 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn. 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15When the angels went away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
GOSPEL RESPONSE (LBW p. 63)
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GOSPEL RECESSIONAL: “Away in a Manger” verse 3 - LBW #67
Printed on the previous page. Turn and face the cross as it is returned to the chancel.

After the hymn, please be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “What Child Is This” LBW #40
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NICENE CREED (LBW p. 64) Genesis 1-2; John 3:16; Luke 2; Acts 2
Living together in the trust and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people as they have need...
Each petition ends with these words: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude with these words: ...through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others.
OFFERING OF TITHES, ADDITIONAL GIFTS, & SPECIAL MUSIC
We offer our time, talents, and treasures in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.
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Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY HYMN: “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” LBW #69

OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67)
Let us pray... Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 68)
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PREFACE (LBW p. 68) Sung or spoken by the pastor.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made
flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS (“Holy” LBW p. 69) Psalm 118:25-26; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (LBW, Ministers Desk Ed. p. 297)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will
and accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise
and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, and these your
own gifts of bread and wine; that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be
filled with heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul
and body, and have our portion with all your saints.
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71) Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Please remain standing as you are able.
COMMUNION HYMN (“Lamb of God...” LBW p. 72) John 1:29

Please be seated.
+++

GOD COMES TO US IN HIS HOLY MEAL
All who are baptized and trust that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine
may commune. The usher will direct you. Use the side aisle to return to your seat.
• If you require gluten-free wafers or abstain from wine, indicate so to the pastor.
• To receive the Sacrament in your seat, notify the usher and it will be brought to you.
• If you abstain from the Sacrament, trust that you have full forgiveness by God’s Word alone.
The body of Christ given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen.
Please stand as you are able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (LBW pp. 92)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN AND CANDLE-LIGHTING:
“Silent Night, Holy Night” LBW #65
The usher will bring a lit candle to those seated on the inside aisle. Tip only the unlit candle
into the flame of the lit candle, then pass the light to those near you. Never tip lit candles!

CHORAL BENEDICTION: "Share the Light"
Words by Joseph M. Martin
Additional music and arrangement by Stacy Nordmeyer
Go and lift your torch on high.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Go reflect the love of Christ.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Be a candle in the shadows.
Be a star to warm the night.
Go and lift your torch on high.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
DISMISSAL
Go in hope, peace, joy, and love to share the light of Christ! Thanks be to God!
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GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE
RECESSIONAL HYMN: “Joy to the World” LBW #39

We follow the cross out of the chapel and into the world.
Please extinguish your candle and leave it in the box as you exit.
POSTLUDE
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WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today!

Love God. Love neighbor.
Serve with joy in Jesus’ name.
worship + fellowship + discipleship
Who We Are As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we hold four core values, to be: Christ
Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.

Ministers: Joy Mission Church
Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh
Organist: Lavenia D. Hentz
Parish Administrator: Scheri Force
Visit us at www.joymission.church
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