Second Sunday of Advent
12/5/21
Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting One

+++

GOD GATHERS US AS HIS HOLY PEOPLE
PRELUDE AND ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
The cantor or another worship leader sings the words printed in plain font.
The congregation sings the words printed in bold font as we light the Advent wreath.
"Rejoice, Rejoice with Music"

Words by Joseph M. Martin
Additional music and arrangement by Stacy Nordmeyer

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice!
This is a day for praise!
Rejoice, rejoice with music; this is a day for praise!
The Light of Peace is coming; let every heart be raised.
The morning now is breaking; creation’s song awaking.
This is the dawn of grace. This is a day for praise!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice!
This is a day for praise!
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Please stand as you are able.
The congregation reads the words printed in bold font.
In remembrance of Baptism, you may sign a cross on your chest or forehead.
We gather to worship the One true God – the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer,
we poor sinners confess to you, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy,
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
We keep silence for self-reflection and contrition.
O Most Merciful God,
who has given your only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins.
By your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will,
and true obedience to your Word, to the end that, by your grace,
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us
and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins.
To them who believe on His name, He gives power to become the sons and daughters of God,
and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit. All who believe and are baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, O Lord, unto us all. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “Comfort, Comfort Now My People!” LBW Hymn #29
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AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE Matthew 28:18-20, 22:36-39; Mark 12:30-31
We are Joy Mission Church, missionary-disciples of Jesus Christ.
We love God, love neighbor, and serve with joy in Jesus’ name.
APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57) 2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE (“Lord, have mercy...” LBW pp. 57-58) Matthew 9:27, 15:22; Psalm 51:1

SALUTATION (LBW p. 62) Ruth 2:4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten
Son, that by his coming we may be enabled to serve you with pure minds; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
+++

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-7b
1
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 5Then I will
draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers,
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says
the Lord of hosts. 6For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 66:1-12 - Sung responsively with the cantor.
1
Be joyful in God, | all you lands;*
sing the glory of his name; sing the glory | of his praise.
2
Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!*
because of your great strength your enemies | cringe before you.
3
All the earth bows | down before you,*
sings to you, sings | out your name.”
4
Come now and see the | works of God,*
how wonderful he is in his doing | toward all people.
5
He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the wa- | ter on foot,*
and there we re- | joiced in him.
6
In his might he rules forever; his eyes keep watch ov- | er the nations;*
let no rebel rise | up against him.
7
Bless our | God, you peoples;*
make the voice of his praise | to be heard;
8
Who holds our | souls in life,*
and will not allow our | feet to slip.
9
For you, O | God, have proved us;*
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
10
You brought us in- | to the snare;*
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
11
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water;*
but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
12
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay | you my vows,*
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
4

SECOND READING Philippians 1:2-11
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3I thank my God in all
my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,
5
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that
he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right
for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God
is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that
your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
VERSE (LBW p. 62) John 6:68

GOSPEL ANNUNCIATION (LBW p. 63)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the third chapter.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:1-20
1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places
shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7He said therefore to the
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
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‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then
shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said
to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them,
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your
wages.” 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water,
but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.” 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the
tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things
that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
GOSPEL RESPONSE (LBW p. 63)

Please be seated.
SERMON - Following the sermon, we observe a time of silence to contemplate God’s Word.
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GOD INVITES US TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” LBW Hymn #36
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NICENE CREED (LBW p. 64) Genesis 1-2; John 3:16; Luke 2; Acts 2
Living together in the trust and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people as they have need...
Each petition ends with these words: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude with these words: ...through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
OFFERING OF PEACE John 20:19-21
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Having been reconciled to God in Christ, we share His peace with others.
OFFERING OF TITHES, ADDITIONAL GIFTS, & SPECIAL MUSIC
We offer our time, talents, and treasures in gratitude for all of the blessings God has given us.
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Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY HYMN (LBW p. 67)

OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67)
Let us pray... Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 68)
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PREFACE (LBW p. 68) Sung or spoken by the pastor.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS (“Holy” LBW p. 69) Psalm 118:25-26; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (LBW p. 70)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71) Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Please remain standing as you are able.
COMMUNION HYMN (“Lamb of God...” LBW p. 72) John 1:29

Please be seated.
+++

GOD COMES TO US IN HIS HOLY MEAL
All who are baptized and trust that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine
may commune. The usher will direct you. Use the side aisle to return to your seat.
• If you require gluten-free wafers or abstain from wine, indicate so to the pastor.
• To receive the Sacrament in your seat, notify the usher and it will be brought to you.
• If you abstain from the Sacrament, trust that you have full forgiveness by God’s Word alone.
The body of Christ given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen.
Please stand as you are able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & CANTICLE (LBW pp. 92)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER & BENEDICTION (LBW p. 74)
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+++

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE
SENDING HYMN:
"Share the Light"

Words by Joseph M. Martin
Additional music and arrangement by Stacy Nordmeyer
Go in peace and live your faith.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Go and walk the glory way.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Be a candle in the shadows.
Be a star to warm the night.
Go in peace and live your faith.
Share the Light. Share the Light.
Share the Light. Share the Light.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted (&
streamed) by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB145339. Confession and absolution
from Service Book and Hymnal. One License Annual License A-731462
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WELCOME! We are delighted to have you join us for worship today! Love God. Love neighbor.
Serve with joy in Jesus’ name.
worship + fellowship + discipleship
Who We Are As a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church we hold four core values, to be:
Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded, & Congregationally Focused.

Ministers: Joy Mission Church
Pastor: Rev. Paulette D. McHugh
Organist: Lavenia Hentz
Parish Administrator: Scheri Force
Visit us at www.joymission.church
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